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when people got sick, and place limits 
on the amount of care people can re-
ceive. 

Last week, Carol Lodi from Harvard, 
Massachusetts, in my district, called 
and told her story. She and her hus-
band gained healthcare coverage under 
the Affordable Care Act. She is 61. Her 
husband is 63. They are self-employed. 
She said: ‘‘If we lose the insurance, we 
don’t know what we’ll do.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please listen to the Lodi 
family and millions of other families 
like them. Don’t turn your back on 
them and make America sick again. 

f 

HONORING DR. PRISCILLA THOMAS 
(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Dr. Pris-
cilla Thomas, a commissioner in Chat-
ham County, Georgia, a champion of 
our area’s local youth and a Savannah 
native. 

In 1990, Dr. Thomas was first elected 
to serve as a commissioner in Chatham 
County. During her tenure, she became 
chairman pro tem and later the first 
minority and female vice chairman. 
However, long before she entered gov-
ernment, Dr. Thomas was already dedi-
cated to creating more opportunities 
and better lives for young people. 

She worked as a principal at Haven 
Elementary School in Savannah after 
earning her Ph.D. in educational ad-
ministration from the University of 
North America. When she was elected 
to serve as commissioner in 1990, she 
continued to use her passion for young 
people to provide entertaining and en-
lightening activities for them, includ-
ing the Chatham County Youth Com-
mission and the Summer Bonanza 
Partnership. 

On December 16, 2016, Dr. Thomas at-
tended her final county commission 
meeting and retired from her 26 years 
as a Chatham County commissioner. 
She will always be remembered for 
being one of the toughest, fairest, and 
most well-informed members of our 
local government and for her 60 years 
serving young people. She certainly 
will be missed. 

f 

OPPOSING THE CONFIRMATION OF 
JEFF SESSIONS AS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 
(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to voice my strong opposition to 
the confirmation of JEFF SESSIONS as 
Attorney General. 

In a 2006 speech, then-Senator SES-
SIONS wrongfully misstated: ‘‘Fun-
damentally, almost no one coming 
from the Dominican Republic to the 
United States is coming here because 
they have a provable skill that would 
benefit us and that would indicate 
their likely success in our society.’’ 

When I was 9 years old, Mr. Speaker, 
I immigrated to the United States from 
the Dominican Republic without any 
papers, and now I am a Member of the 
U.S. Congress. Mr. SESSIONS, have I not 
succeeded in America? 

On behalf of millions of Dominican 
Americans and notable Americans such 
as fashion designer Oscar de la Renta, 
Pulitzer Prize winner Junot Diaz, Sec-
retary of Labor Thomas Perez, and 
baseball giant Big Papi, I stand here on 
the floor of the United States House of 
Representatives as a proud Dominican 
American. I say to Mr. SESSIONS: you 
are wrong, wrong in thinking, and 
wrong for our country. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
opposing the confirmation of JEFF SES-
SIONS as Attorney General. Hateful 
speech and racist rhetoric have no 
place in our American society. 
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NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPRECIATION DAY 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to our Nation’s law en-
forcement men and women. 

I respect and appreciate the impor-
tant work of our police throughout the 
Nation who are charged with the crit-
ical work of protecting the people in 
our States and our local communities. 
The heartbreaking violent targeting of 
our Nation’s police officers, recently, 
demonstrates the dangers these men 
and women face every day. 

Every American is so proud as our 
many neighbors and fellow citizens get 
up every morning, put on their local 
law enforcement uniform and badge, 
kiss their families good-bye, and go out 
and serve us, keeping our cities and 
towns safe, trying to build trust and 
faith among all of our citizens. 

Monday was National Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day, and our law 
enforcement men and women in Arkan-
sas and throughout the country deserve 
our gratitude and respect. I proudly 
displayed a blue light in my office win-
dow to honor our law enforcement men 
and women, and I thank them for their 
selfless service. 

f 

FORT LAUDERDALE AIRPORT 
SHOOTING 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, we observed a moment of silence 
to remember the victims 6 years after 
the Tucson shooting. Just yesterday, 
another moment of silence to remem-
ber the five people killed and six 
wounded when they were shot while 
waiting at the Fort Lauderdale Airport 
baggage claim. 

In those awful moments after the 
shooting, the airport was thrown into 
chaos and confusion. Yet, before we 
knew anything of the circumstances, 
every American could tell you what 
would come next because Congress has 
developed a well-worn routine in re-
sponse to gun violence: first, shocking 
news of a deadly shooting, followed by 
thoughts and prayers, followed by a 
moment of silence on this floor, fol-
lowed by a complete failure to take ac-
tion. 

To truly honor the victims, moments 
of silence must be followed by produc-
tive discussions of policy: What will we 
do to keep our community safer? I ask 
my Republican colleagues, meet with 
me. Let’s at least start a conversation 
here on the House floor. We can no 
longer remain silent during this epi-
demic of gun violence. Thoughts and 
prayers are all that we have offered the 
American people, and that is not 
enough. 

f 

OBAMACARE 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the families that 
are feeling the burden of ObamaCare. 

Premiums have skyrocketed an aver-
age of 19 percent in our State, and in-
surers are fleeing the market left and 
right. In fact, 73 percent of counties in 
Florida only have one insurance pro-
vider, leaving people with higher costs 
and less choice when it comes to their 
health care. That is why the Presi-
dent’s healthcare law has failed the 
people of Florida. 

Now, Republicans are offering up 
solid solutions to make our Nation’s 
healthcare system work for everyone, 
without pulling the rug from anybody’s 
feet. We are focused on a more afford-
able, more personalized healthcare 
plan that empowers patients, not 
Washington. 

I am proud to serve on the Energy 
and Commerce Health Subcommittee 
as we begin our first steps this week to 
bring relief to the people of Florida and 
our Nation. 

f 

OBAMACARE 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, as 
we were home over the Christmas holi-
day break, so many calls that came 
into my office dealt with the 
ObamaCare issue—the rise in pre-
miums, the lack of affordability. 

Here is one example. A 64-year-old 
man, his premiums $30,000, deductible 
$12,000—indeed, too expensive to afford 
and too expensive to use. 

But we do have a plan for repealing 
and replacing. You will find it at A 
Better Way. This will help lift the fi-
nancial burden from many Americans 
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